EDUCATION, IRELAND. 



The REPORT of the Commissioners of Education in Ireland , 
for the Year 1838-9. 

Pursuant to Act 53 Geo. 3, c, 107, s. 8. 



TO HIS EXCELLENCY HUGH, VISCOUNT EBRINGTON, BARON FORTES CUE, 
LORD LIEUTENANT? GENERAL 
AND GENERAL GOVERNOR OF IRELAND. 

W E, the Commissioners of Education in Ireland, constituted and appointed 
by an Act of Parliament made in the 53d year of the reign of his late 
Majesty King George the Third, do, in obedience thereto, respectfully submit 
to your Excellency a General Report of the proceedings of the Board since their 
last Report. 

First, in relation to the Schools of Royal Foundation : We have to state to your 
Excellency, that since our last Report, the extensive additions to the School-house 
of Enniskillen, which had become necessary, as formerly reported, for the accom- 
modation of the greatly increased attendance of scholars, have been completed, 
at an expense of about 4,000 L ; and it having been stated to us that it would be 
attended with great advantage to the school to attach an infirmary and baths to 
this establishment, we have undertaken to raise from the adjacent lake a supply of 
water for the general use of this already very flourishing school, which we have 
the satisfaction to State to your Excellency appears to be rapidly rising in public 
estimation. 

The Royal School of Dungannon continues to be attended by a very consider- 
able number of pupils ; and, under the direction of the very eminent scholar who 
presides over it, is a great advantage to that part of the country in which it is 
situated. In pursuance -of the plan adopted by us at other Royal Schools, we 
have founded at Dungannon, for the general use of the pupils, a library, consist- 
ing of books of reference of a class too expensive to be purchased by boys 
attending school. 

The Royal Schools of Armagh and Cavan appear, from the latest returns made 
to us, to be more numerously attended than formerly ; and for the school library 
Of the former we -have made some additional grants. 

With regard to the Royal School of Raphoe, we have to state to your Excel- 
lency, that the great falling off in the town of Raphoe, by the removal of the 
resident bishop, And of some of the neighbouring gentry, has been reported to us 
to have had a very injurious effect upon this school. We have further to report, 
that We are at present degociating with the master for a surrender to us of a lease 
which he holds of the school-lands, with a view to allowing him a fixed salary in 
lieu thereof, a course Which has been attended at all the other Schools with great 
advantage to the school, as well as to the tenantry ; and we are the more anxious 
to accomplish this Object, from the circumstance of the wild arid mountainous 
estate which belongs to this school having been for a long time mismanaged, as 
well as from this being the only instance in which, according to the old system, 
the school'ma'ster is the lessee of the school estate. 
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The Royal School of Carysfort continues to be attended by a very numerous 
body of the poorer classes, for whose benefit it was established in a remote and 
mountainous district of the county of Wicklow. 

In accordance with the foundation of the Queen’s Scholarships in the Univer- 
sity, as stated in our former Reports, we have, on the recommendation of the 
Court of Examiners specially appointed for the purpose, made the following- 
elections : 

John Twigg, 

"William Copeland, 

Andrew Faussett, 

C. Lucas Bell, 

J. William Richardson, 

John Woodroffe, 

Nielson Hancock. 

We have further to report to your Excellency, that we have taken care that the 
school-houses which had suffered from the effect of time, and the severe gales of 
the last winter, should be put into complete repair. 

With regard to the tenantry on the different estates under the control of the 
Board, we have been anxious to improve their condition by giving encouragement 
and assistance to those who appear industrious and peaceable, and we have the 
satisfaction of being able to report to your Excellency, that it appears, as well 
from the reports of our resident agents, as from that of one of the Commissioners 
who personally visited some of our estates, that there is a manifest improvement 
both in the style and condition of the farms and habitations, and the appearance 
and conduct of the inhabitants, and this more especially on the estates of the 
Armagh and Dungannon Royal Schools. 

Amongst the Schools of Private Foundation, that established at Middleton, in 
the county of Cork, appears to maintain the high character obtained for it by the 
exertions of the present master ; and in conformity with the intentions of the 
foundress, we have been enabled to restore to the students educated at this school 
two annual prizes, one of 30 l and one of ,20/., the former of which was this 
year awarded to Mr. Woodroffe, of Cork. 

The Schools of Ban don and Kinsale continue to hold that place in public esti- 
mation which the high character of their respective masters has procured for 
them. 

The Endowed School of Carrickmacross, although but two years re-established, 
has already, in consequence ot the high character of its master, obtained a flou- 
rishing and improving condition. 

With regard to the Neivan and Ballyroan Endowed Schools, we have, since the 
date ot our last Report, paid to the King’s Hospital, pursuant to an award under 
the Court of Chancery, a sum of 608/. 4 s. 1 |! d., and having purchased a house 
suitable for the purpose in the town of Ballyroan, and converted it into a school- 
house, we have succeeded in inducing the patrons of this endowment to appoint 
a master, who, it is stated to us, was strongly recommended by the gentry of the 
neighbourhood as a person qualified to establish a successful school. 

With regard to the Diocesan and District Schools, we have nothing special to 
report to your Excellency, except that after a struggle of many years we have 
succeeded in establishing that of Limerick on a very successful footing. 

The District Diocesan Schoolmaster of Meath and Ardagh having resigned his 
situation, the Lord Bishop of Meath, who, alternately with the Crown, is the 
patron thereof, has appointed as his successor a gentleman of high character, who 
has reported to us that already lie has established in the town of Mullingar 
a numerously attended and respectable school; and it having been represented 
that it would be advantageous to this establishment that, instead of renting a house, 
as hitherto, for the use of the school, one should be purchased, and become perma- 
nently ffmschooLhouse for the district, w r e are at present negoeiating upon this 
subject, with regard to a house situated very eligibly for this purpose. 

We have further to state, that since our last Report we have paid into the 
Bank of Ireland, to the credit of the Paymaster of Civil Services in Ireland, the 
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ninth annual instalment of 77 1. os. 7 d., payable for money advanced by 
Government, for the repairs of Raphoe Royal School-house. We have also paid 
into the Bank of Ireland the eighth annual instalment of 240 in re-payment 
of a loan advanced by Government for the purpose of building the School-house 
of Clonmel. 

And with regard generally to the Classical Schools under the control of the 
Commissioners, we have to report to your Excellency, that it appears, from the 
Returns to the Queries forwarded by us to the respective schoolmasters, that a 
much more general and extensive course of instruction in ancient and modern 
languages, as well as in scientific knowledge, is pursued in these schools than 
formerly. 

AH which we beg to submit to your Excellency as our Report. 

(signed) JOHN G, ARMAGH. 
ll u DUBLIN. 

NATH 1 ' MEATH. 

LOUIS PERRIN. 

April 12, 1839. FRANC. SADLEIR, Provost: 

JOHN RADCLIFF. 

C. R. ELRINGTON. 

JAMES WILSON. 

William Cotter Kyle, ll.d., m.r.i.a. 

Secretary. 
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